The Last Wardl
Kally Ellis

Founder and owner of McQueens florists

Kally Ellis set up McQueens in 1991, aiming to sell
simple stylish flowers, beautifully presented. And
how it's succeeded! With her business savvy and
flawless instinct for colour and design, it's now a
premier name in the floral business. Not only do her clients include the
likes of Louis Vuitton, Cartier and the Connaught Hotel, but she also
provides the flowers and styling for the prestigious Vanity Fair parties.
The flagship Old Street store incorporates the renowned McQueens
Floristry School, and ellis + louca, her new interiors store, opened last

month. Here are her tips on making the most of your stay in London.

McQueens: 70-72 Old St, EC1. www.mcqueens.co.uk. T: 020-7251 5505.
ellis + lorca: 126 St. John's St, EC1. T: 020-7253 4051.

DON'T LEAVE LONDON WITHOUT...

@ “VisitThe Blue Baat the Berkeley Hotel
— it's cool and sophisticated in a perfect way
and it always makes me feel fabulous.

® “Lunch at St John's Restaurant in
Clerkenwell — it's so understated but the food
is sublime. | always think that if McQueens
were a food establishment, it would be

St. John's.

© “Liberty’s is my favourite department
store. It's always inspiring and a treat enough
simply to walk round and see the latest
window installation — not to mention the
amazing merchandise. | absolutely adore it!

@ “Cake Boy — a lovely boutique patisserie
South of River — is owned by the wonderful
Eric Lanlard. He makes London’s best cup
cakes which are certainly worth crossing the
river for.

© “Labour of Love on Upper Street, Islington.

I love, love ballet pumps — | own so many
pairs that I've stopped counting — and this is
where | buy them from. It's such a charming
store full of the most exquisite things.

©® “Suzy Harper is an independent fashion
designer — | am mad about her clothes,
beautifully designed timeless pieces in the
most gorgeous fabrics. Go along to the
interesting talks on Monday evenings and be
inspired.”

@ “Victoria And Albert Museum is one of
my favourites. Whether it’s the permanent

collections of ceramics, gorgeous galleries or
silverware, there’s always something new to
discover.

© “My teenage daughter Sophie is passionate
about afternoon tea and there’s no one better
than the Connaught. It's a grown-up luxury —
the food, décor and service.

© *J & A Café in Clerkenwell — it’s 10 minutes
from my office. It's a great spot that has a
really nostalgic feel about it — it's great for
breakfast and has a lovely mix of clientele.
The best thing about it is that everything is
made on the premises — the soda bread is
wonderful.

@ “Looking forward to June, one of my
favourite events is the tennis atWimbledon —
it really does mark the summer for me. | was
lucky enough to go last year — I'm a proper
fan! The whole place has such a momentous
sense of history and occasion, and so
quintessentially British. And the museum is
fabulous — open all year round of course.”
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