
  

A peek in the life of... A florist who turned a 
failing business into one relied on by royalty  
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Flower power: Kally Ellis provides displays for roya lty, celebrities and top hotels  

Kally Ellis runs McQueens florists and lives in Nor th London, with her husband Damien, a 
children's author, and two children Sophie, 17, and  Freddy, 15. Kally says:  

When I decided to quit my job in the City to open a flower shop in the middle of the last recession, everyone thought I was 
mad.  

I'd had a dream about it and three months later it was a reality. Despite knowing nothing about flowers, I took voluntary 
redundancy and plunged all my money into a failing florist's in East London - called McQueens.  

Now, 19 years later, after countless 2am starts and 18-hour days, I have to pinch myself when I get calls from Japan and 
Hollywood.  

We have almost 30 staff and six vans driving around London delivering bouquets to five-star hotels such as The Berkeley 
and The Connaught and businesses such as Louis Vuitton and Mulberry.  

We supply flowers to celebrities and royalty, including Gwyneth Paltrow and Nicole Kidman.  

Our big break came a couple of years after we opened when, out of the blue, I got a call from Vanity Fair magazine.  
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They had come to London to host a big A list event and the florist had let them down.  

A friend of a friend had mentioned my name, and they asked if I could do it. I said 'yes', then panicked.  

They wanted huge 20ft topiaries and extravagant displays - it was in another league to anything we had done, but 
somehow we managed.  

That was the party where Princess Diana wore that amazing black dress, just after Charles had admitted to having an 
affair with Camilla. It was also the party that made our name. 

After that, some of the big hotels got in touch and Vanity Fair insisted on using us for all their events around the world, 
including their exclusive Oscar parties in LA.  

For 13 years we've flown out a team of ten to arrange the thousands of roses sent over especially from Holland, and we 
get to go to the party, too, which is the most amazing fun.  

  

People:  
Gwyneth Paltrow,  
Nicole Kidman  

Places:  
London,  
Japan,  
The Netherlands  
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A great story - someone going out and being productive and creative, and providing people with a service they want. What 
a difference from the armies of useless public-sector non-job leeches out there! 

- Kay, England, 02/4/2010 11:08 

Click to rate     Rating   2  

Report abuse 
Well done to her! Turning a dream into reality by a lot of hard work rather than just the more common wishful thinking. 
Very impressive! 

- Anthony, (No longer in) Sheffield, 01/4/2010 09:11 
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� We've come a long way since Cherie Blair: SamCam named Vogue's most stylish  
� Why I had to kill my lovely children: As 'psychic' is convicted of child sex offences, his partner says she STILL 

stands by him... and has just lost her only reason to stay alive  
� Think having sex more often would improve your marriage? Think again...  
� Sally Phillips: I didn't realise the red carpet was a big deal, until I turned up at the Baftas in a jersey dress, wet hair 

and no make-up  
� My three-year-old daughter loves my husband more than me... and I'm BITTERLY jealous  
� Why can't I enjoy a glass (or three) of wine without the pregnancy police telling me I'm evil?  
� Gareth Thomas' ex-wife reveals how she's finally found happiness again a year after he came out as gay  
� Where can you buy the tastiest Christmas dinner? We cooked and tasted all the supermarket fare to bring you our 

guide to the best  
� MORE HEADLINES  
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� Life's a drag for Tinsel Town's girls... and the boys are just as bad!  
� The world's smartest beauty queen: Model student is first Brit to win Miss University title  
� Carine Roitfeld steps down as French Vogue editor after ten years  
� Is Cilla right to say life's NOT worth living after 75?  
� Sally Phillips: I didn't realise the red carpet was a big deal, until I turned up at the Baftas in a jersey dress, wet hair 

and no make-up  
� My three-year-old daughter loves my husband more than me... and I'm BITTERLY jealous  
� We've come a long way since Cherie Blair: SamCam named Vogue's most stylish  
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Ads by Google: 
70% Off FlowersGet Up to 70% Off Flowers for eachoccassion. Say it with Flowers !www.GROUPON.co.uk 
Christmas FlowersStunning Christmas Flowers.Guaranteed Christmas Delivery.www.eflorist.co.uk/Christmas 
Run A Florist Business?Easily Create A Website In 20 MinsFree From Google To Your Business!www.GBBO.co.uk 
Flowers From £9.99 - UKGreat value flowers since 1989.Free chocolates & Free UK deliverywww.Bunches.co.uk 
Got a Speeding Offence?We Can Save Your Driving LicenceSpecialist Excess Speeding 
LawyersSweetmansSolicitors.co.uk 
FloristBouquets from £9.99!Free Chocolates with Each Orderwww.flowers-for-all-occasions.co.uk 
Crystal Flower FigurineDecorative Poinsettia in SparklingCrystal. A Brilliant Gift!www.swarovski.com 
Interflora FlowersOrder Online from Interflora.co.uk.Fabulous Flowers from just £19.99.www.Interflora.co.uk 
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