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COOL PLACES

FOR CRAFTS

Working with your hands is both a hot trend and very addictive,

so here’s where to go for your hit of knitting or reinvention fix

WORDS ALANNA FREEMAN

The mission of the East London Craft Guerrilla is to bring
together local craftspeople and create quality products
in unlikely places. From Crafternoons at Islington’s Old
Queen’s Head pub, where you can buy a ready-to-make
project or develop your own work alongside like-minded
folk, to a range of workshops, such as introductions to
dressmaking or crocheting, it's a chance to learn a lifelong
skill. Locations across London (craftguerrilla.com)

KNIT WIT

Learn to knit or improve your technique at
Loop’s well-structured workshops. Try
the popular Experimental Knitting and get
your needles around unusual materials
such as leather, zippers and ripped fabric.

There’s also an SOS drop-in clinic for
your knit-one, purl-one dilemmas.
Loop, 41 Cross Street, N1 (020 7288
1160, loop.gb.com)

WHAT A FRILL

Fashionistas will love the on-trend crafting
workshops at this boutique space. Whether
you fancy mixing luxe body creams, recreating
the latest clutch bag, or rustling up ruffled
underwear under Myla designer Ruka
Johnson’s watchful eye, it’s the ideal girlie day.
And the masterminds behind it will bring it

to your home in a party form, too.

Create Boutique, 8 Fortess Grove, NW5
(07859 028118, create-boutique.co.uk)

: ON THE MAKE

: Since opening a year ago, The Make Lounge has
developed into a unique location for both
beginners and experienced crafters to pick
up creative skills. Classes range in proficiency
levels - from Needle Felting for those new to
craft to Fabric Manipulation for more practised
hands. Plus, its store sells all you need to
take your new hobby home.
The Make Lounge, 49-51
Barnsbury Street, N1 (020
7609 0275, themakelounge.com)

LONDON etc

UPCYCLING
UPHOLSTERY

Spruce up favourite furniture with
an |dea Store upholstery course. In
10 weeks you'll learn key revival
tactics, including how to choose
fabrics, stitch, web and stuff
furniture. ldea Store, 229
Bethnal Green Road, E2 (020
7364 5665, ideastore.co.uk)

SHOCK FLORA

Flower fans will see their
arranging skills blossom at
renowned florists McQueens

with one-day sessions and longer
vocational courses. McQueens,
70 Old Street, EC1 (020 7251
5505, mcqueens.co.uk) >




STITCHED UP

From crochet to appliqué,
machine sewing to patchwork,
Liberty’s popular sewing school
offers all manner of exciting
workshops and classes taught by
industry experts. If you want to
try your hand at upcycling a
dress, or mastering the skill of
using a sewing machine, these
may be just the thing for you.
Places book up quickly, so reserve
your needle and thread asap.
Liberty Stitch, Great
Marlborough Street, W1 (020 |
77341234, liberty.co.uk) TN g
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SEW MUCH FUN

John Lewis is running its heavily subscribed knitting and textile
courses again this autumn. One of the most popular events at the
Oxford Street store is the Make Do And Mend day, where you
can bring along an item that needs sprucing up. The nativity-play
classes before Christmas are also good for avoiding that tea-towel
look. Oxford Street, W1 (020 7629 7711, johnlewis.com)
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GLASS ART

Challenge your creative

skill set at this west London
glass-blowing studio, which
offers Saturday afternoon
short courses. Over three
hours, you'll get personal
tuition from a professional,
who will teach you how to
master this beautiful
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weaving, and one-off
workshops such as dyeing
techniques and rug weaving.
Handweavers Studio,
140 Seven Sisters Road,
N7 (020 8521 2281)




